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Ø Overall crime in 2021 increased by 13.1% compared to 2020.   

Ø Compared to 2020, violent crime increased by 10.8%, while property crime increased 13.6%. 

Ø Except for rape, the number of crimes in each of the categories in 2021 continues to be similar to the number of 
reported crimes from decades ago.  

Ø The overall crime rate (23.8 crimes per 1,000 residents) is comparable to rates in the late 1950’s.

Overall Crime in 2021
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Part 1 Crimes

*

*2 additional homicides occurred in the City of San Diego during 2021, 
however per UCR guidelines they were officially reported statistically by the 
CHP as the incidents occurred on freeways.
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Crime Rates per 1,000
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Total Index Crime Rate Comparison
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Ø The violent crime rate in 2021 (4.2 per 1,000 residents) is comparable to rates in the mid-1970s

Ø The number of murders in 2021 increased by 1 case compared to 2020.  

Ø Of the 57 homicide cases, 17 were associated with gang activity and 3 were associated with family/domestic 
violence.

Ø Rape increased by 86 cases in 2021, with a 17.7% increase compared to 2020.

Ø Robbery decreased 9.6% overall compared to 2020.

Ø Aggravated assaults increased by 16.9% compared to 2020.

Violent Crimes
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Violent Crimes (cont.)

*2 additional homicides occurred in the City of San Diego during 2021, 
however per UCR guidelines they were officially reported statistically by 
the CHP as the incidents occurred on freeways.

*
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Violent Crime Rate Comparison
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Major Cities Homicide Comparison
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Homicides by Division



Police Department

Firearm Homicides by Division
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Aggravated Assaults by Division
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Firearm Assaults by Division
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Ø The property crime rate (19.6 crimes per 1,000 residents) is comparable to rates in the early 1950’s.

Ø Overall burglary decreased 2.1% in 2021 compared to 2020.

Ø Residential burglary increased 3.2%, while commercial burglaries increased 1.1%.

Ø The number of thefts increased by 12.7% in 2021 compared to 2020.

Ø Vehicle break-ins increased by 20.8% and accounted for 46.5% of thefts in 2021.

Ø The number of vehicle thefts increased by 24.5% from 2020 to 2021, and is similar to the number of vehicle thefts 
reported in the mid-1970’s.

Property Crimes
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Property Crime (cont.)
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Property Crime Rate Comparison
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Burglaries by Division
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Vehicle Thefts by Division
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Ø Overall crime clearance rates remained relatively the same in 2021 compared to 2020.

Ø In 2021, 38.0% of violent crimes and 5.7% of property crimes were cleared.

Ø 11.5% of index crimes were cleared in 2021.

Crime Clearance Rates
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Crime Clearances
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Ø The number of hate crimes increased by 76.9% with a total of 46 cases for 2021 compared to 26 in 2020.

Ø Overall domestic violence incidents increased 4.2% in 2021 compared to 2020.

Ø Overall gang crime increased 7.5%. 

Other Crime Statistics
Hate Crime, Domestic Violence, & Gangs
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Hate Crimes
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Domestic Violence
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Gang Statistics
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Major Cities Comparison – Officers per 1,000 Residents 

Source: FBI Crime Data Explorer (Police Employment 2020)
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Conclusion
Ø Overall crime in 2021 increased compared to 2020. 

Ø San Diego continues to be one of the safest large cities in the United States.


